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even higher than his, and that I did not care
to associate myself with a pack of Custom-house
interpreters and inspectors, who were known to
take bribes; that a man who expects others to
respect him, must first respect himself. Such
were my promptings. I did not state the real
cause of my quitting the service, but at the
end of four months' trial I left the service in
order to try my fortune in new fields more
congenial.

My friends at the time looked upon me as a
crank in throwing up a position yielding me
Tls. 200 a month for something uncertain and
untried. This in their estimation was the height
of folly. They little realized what I was driving
at. I had a clean record and I meant to keep it
clean. I was perfectly aware that in less than
a year since my return to China, I had made
three shifts. I myself began to think I was
too mercurial to accomplish anything substan-
tial, or that I was too dreamy to be practical or
too proud to succeed in life. But in a strenuous
life one needs to be a dreamer in order to accom-
plish possibilities. We are not called into being
simply to drudge for an animal existence. I
had had to work hard for my education, and I
felt that I ought to make the most of what littleevery walk
